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ERA has published a draft Strategy proposing how Malta should manage Single-Use Plastic (SUP) Products between 2020 and 2030.  ERA is inviting the general public and civic society representatives to give their feedback on this proposed strategy.

The Strategy has 2 main aims

1. Reduce consumption of single‑use plastic (SUP) products, and

2. Improve the recycling quality and quantities of Single‑Use Plastic waste between 2020 and 2030.  

The draft Strategy proposes twenty-three measures to achieve the above aims.   Most of the proposed measures focus on improving the recycling quality and quantity of SUP product waste. Moreover most of ERA's proposals aimed at reducing consumption are without a SMART objective - without a measurable target set, because the measures state they will aim to 'restrict' certain SUPs.  Four other such proposals are particularly weak as they only propose voluntary, not binding, schemes.

Strategy Measures aimed at reducing SUP consumption:

· Prohibit the use of oxo-degradable plastic

· Prohibit the use of balloons and plastic confetti in public events

· Restrict the use of plastic wristbands at public events, and pizza lid supports

· Restrict placement on the market of cups, beverage containers and food containers made of expanded polystyrene.  (EU Directive on Single-Use Plastics requires prohibiting  not mere restriction, as Malta is proposing, placement  on market.)

· Restrict the free distribution of beverage cups, by 2025

· Restrict use of fishing gear made from polystyrene and to reduce plastics and nylon use in fishing gear

· Set up voluntary schemes for packaging-free areas in supermarkets

· Set up  voluntary schemes for the refilling of detergent and toiletry containers

· Set up voluntary schemes for the refilling of toiletries in the hospitality industry

· Create reward-systems for customers who take their own reusable cup, plate or container to the supermarket.
'The draft Strategy focuses mostly on improving recycling of single-use plastic waste. However, The Association for Consumer Rights Malta believes that the Strategy needs to add the following measures so as to protect consumers' right to a healthy environment free from harmful pollution, including unpolluted seas and food-chains uncontaminated by micro-plastics’

ACR Recommendations following the Consultation session organized by ERA
To achieve the above aim, the Authorities need to

1. Offer grants to all places of work, businesses, educational establishments and health institutions so that they switch from single-use plastic cutlery and beverage /food containers, to reusable alternatives. 
2. Oblige all workplaces, educational establishments and health institutions to provide free drinking water to their staff and clients. This water should be provided from an appropriate water point so that single-use plastic beverage bottles/containers will be eliminated at source. 

3. Offer grants to assist work places and educational and health institutions to buy and install the equipment needed to provide free drinking water, such as efficient RO systems. 
4. Make waste separation-at-source mandatory for all businesses including hotels, restaurants, fast-food establishments, bars, food stalls (gabbani), educational establishments and health institutions. 
5. Make waste separation-at-source mandatory for all public events – including at concerts, shows, political mass meetings, cultural events and festas. 
6. Ban single-use plastic COMPOSITE carrier bags, food containers and beverage cups, such as those made from paper lined with plastic or foil. (Most of these are not recycled).
7. Oblige all catering establishments to provide re-usables such as plates, cutlery and cups, for eat-in patrons.
