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Background information and justification

Children learn through play, and toys make an essential contribution to their development. Toys contribute to child development and play is an essential part of growing up. However, toys have to be safe for children to play with. Ensuring that toys marketed in the EU do not put children at risk is a priority. 

EU legislation aims to ensure that toys meet safety requirements that are amongst the strictest in the world, especially in relation to the use of chemicals in toys.
Proposals/Recommendations

Addressing inadequate market surveillance 
Recent tests by consumer organisations reveal serious shortcomings in toy safety: from the exposure of children to risks such as choking on small parts, to strangulation by cords on toys and to health problems arising from the use of hazardous chemicals. 

There is the need for better resources committed by Member States to customs inspections and market surveillance to ensure that unsafe products do not reach the shops. 

Counterfeit Toys
Although toys are one of the most strictly regulated consumer goods in Europe, these rules do not stop unscrupulous companies from putting inferior products on the market. In most cases, safety breaches are due to counterfeits or non-compliant products from unethical traders who pay little or no attention to safety. 

This means that effective market surveillance and well-funded enforcement, with penalties for willful offenders, are very important to prevent non-conforming toys from reaching children.

Over three million counterfeit toys were detained for suspected intellectual property rights (IPR) infringements by EU customs officials over the course of 2014. The toys, which accounted for 10% of all articles detained at the EU’s external borders, would have had a retail value of €24,435,972 had they been real, according to a report published by the European Commission.

Producers of fake toys look to cut costs, often by ignoring the relevant safety standards. This is not just about respect for Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) but more importantly it’s about ensuring only safe toys reach children. There is the need for more and better border controls as well as effective and well-funded market surveillance to prevent fake toys from ending up in children’s hands. Consumers should  always buy quality toys from trustworthy manufacturers in reputable shops and online stores

The main source of detained toys in 2014 was China (97.76%) followed by Hong Kong (2.14%). Across all product categories, China was the source of 80.08% of suspected IPR infringements in 2014.
It is important that consumers do not rely only on the C E mark only as very often it is found on counterfeit toys with slighly different measurements such as a wider gap between the letters C E and the use of a different font, very often those made in China 
Attention should also be given to noise levels of certain toys/games especially for young children as sometimes it is too loud for a child’s hearing development and this can result in serious hearing consequences 

Danger: Toxic toys 
Consumer groups welcome improvements in the Toy Safety Directive such as better visibility of warnings on toys, but there is the need to ensure the necessary requirements for chemicals and to adopt specific limit values for chemicals used in current toys that are on the market as well as newly manufactured toys intended for use by children under 36 months or in other toys intended to be placed in the mouth according to the Toy Safety article 46

“There is also the need for specific limits on chemicals that can harm children’s health, alter their hormonal system or damage their future fertility”.  “The toys our children put in their mouths or sleep with in bed can still contain high doses of dangerous chemicals.”  ( Monique Goyens, BEUC Director-General)

Though a consumer should not buy a toy without the CE marking, it does not tell the full story. The CE marking is a self-declaration by manufacturers that they have respected their safety obligation, not a safety mark confirming that the product has been independently tested. 

Toy Industries of Europe (TIE) is the trade association for the European Toy Industry,  that has been working at the heart of Europe for more than two decades. The TIE has created a tool  - a short video  in different languages  - with simple tips to keep in mind when choosing or playing with toys to keep children safe. This tool is supported by ANEC – The European Consumer Voice for Standardisation, who has also published a leaflet on 12 Toy Safety Tips in collaboration with TIE:

Safety First –Top Tips to enjoy Toys

· Buy toys from trustworthy retailers

· Beware of counterfeit toys

· Always check toys carefully

· Read all warnings

· Check the age recommendations

· Remove all packaging

· Follow instructions

· Keep an eye on children as they play

· Wear appropriate gear

· Keep damaged toys away from children

· Don’t leave toys lying around

· Report any problems 
More information and access to the video can be found on http://www.tietoy.org
ANEC can be contacted on http://www.anec.eu
Tel.: +32-2-743.24.70
Fax: +32-2-706.54.30

